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An Exploratory Study on the Influence of Alcohol
Product Placement in Television Series on
Audience’s Risk Perception Regarding Alcohol Use

Hui-Ting Lin
Ph.D. Program in Communication Studies, Shih Hsin University

Abstract

Whether it is television series with genres such as historical drama, modern, western or eastern drama, there
are numerous references to alcohol product placement. In light of the recent ideology of alcohol product
placement, it is clear that alcohol can not only relieve sorrow but also make people feel happy, but the risk of
drinking too much alcohol is no less than that of smoking. The control of alcoholic beverages, in terms of both
legal regulation and culture of drinking, has a significant disparity compared with tobacco hazards prevention.
The literature review of this study discusses placement marketing and risk perception. Through textual analysis
and in-depth interviews, this study also summarizes and analyzes the narrative techniques used and appeal of
commercial messages presented in television series, and explores the influence of alcohol product placement in
television series on the audience’s risk perception and behavior regarding drinking. In response to research
question 1: What are the narrative techniques and appeal for alcohol product placement in television series? The
researcher conducted a textual analysis on alcohol product placement in two television series, the Taiwanese
drama “InTime with You” and the Koreandrama “My Love from the Star.”  The results showed that there
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are several narrative techniques for alcohol product placement were used in the television series:  “climate of
fun” , “climate of conversation” , “climate of relaxation” , “climate of relief from boredom™ , “climate
of courage through drinking”, and “climate of depression”. In response to research question 2: What is the
influence of alcohol product placement in television series on the audience’s risk perception and attitude toward
drinking? The researcher interviewed seven interviewees were interviewed. The interview results showed that the
interviewees did not change their drinking attitudes and behaviors in response to the television series drinking
scenes because of their own risk perception of drinking. Even though the drink scenes in the television series are
appealing, however, when wanting to drink, the interviewees would still consider the possible health and driving
problems caused by drinking.

Keywords: Alcohol Use, Placement Marketing, Risk Perception
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